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IN HONOR OF ‘‘THE FATHER OF

BLACK BASKETBALL’’

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 1997

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
John McLendon, Jr., who, played a major role
in the integration of college basketball and the
development of the fast-paced game we see
today.

McLendon attended the University of Kan-
sas in 1933 and was fortunate enough to be
enrolled in the final classes taught by the in-
ventor of basketball, Dr. James Naismith, be-
fore his death. The 81-year-old McLendon is
now the last living link to the era when basket-
balls were shot into peach baskets.

In 1944, he broke the law, and perhaps
more importantly tradition, when he organized
the first interracial basketball game between
his team at North Carolina College and Duke
Navy Medical School. The game was played
in Durham, NC at 11 on a Sunday morning,
when everyone in town was at church, 21
years before the color barrier was broken in
the Atlantic Coast Conference. McLendon’s
Eagles beat the Blue Devils 88 to 44. The
story of this ‘‘secret game’’ is now in produc-
tion for a movie.

As coast at Tennessee State University in
1954, McLendon again took a stand for inte-
gration. His team was invited to participate in
a National Association of Collegiate Athletics
tournament in Kansas City. McLendon refused
to come unless his players were allowed to
stay at the same hotel and eat in the same
restaurants as the white players. All but two of
the maids at the hotel quit when the tour-
nament directors conceded.

These are only two examples of
McLendon’s boldness and determination to in-
tegrate the sport of basketball. Throughout his
prestigious career which ranges from coaching
basketball at three different universities in the
United States and two Malayan universities
through a State Department cultural exchange
program, to becoming the first black coach in
professional basketball for the Cleveland Pip-
ers, and promoting Converse shoes all over
the world, McLendon has trailblazed the way
for breaking down the color barrier in sports.
For his efforts, he became the first black
coach inducted into the Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame in 1978.

He is now back in Cleveland, OH, working
as athletic department adviser and teaching a
course titled ‘‘The History of Sports in the
United States and the Role of Minorities in
Their Development’’ at Cleveland State Uni-
versity.’’ My fellow colleagues, please join me
in acknowledging John McLendon, Jr., for a
lifetime of striving for fairness in sports regard-
less of race.
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TRIBUTE TO COL. MARTIN E.
DUPONT

HON. FLOYD SPENCE
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 1997

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Col. Martin E. ‘‘Marty’’ Dupont on

his last day as chief of the U.S. Air Force
House Legislative Liaison Office. Colonel Du-
pont has served with distinction in this post
since June 17, 1993.

Soon after assuming his current position,
Colonel Dupont quickly established a solid
reputation with Members of Congress and
their staffs as an authority on a diverse array
of programs and issues relating to the Air
Force. Colonel Dupont’s understanding of con-
gressional operations, coupled with his sound
judgement and keen sense of priority, have
been of great benefit to Members. He has pro-
vided valuable support whenever he as been
called upon, especially, as he has routinely
been sought by members of the Committee on
National Security to provide briefings concern-
ing national security issues. He has also dem-
onstrated an expertise for organizing and con-
ducting a number of important congressional
delegation trips throughout the world.

Mr. Speaker, it has been my distinct pleas-
ure to have worked and traveled with Colonel
Dupont. He has earned our respect and grati-
tude for his many contributions to our Nation’s
defense. My colleagues and I bid Colonel Du-
pont a fond farewell and wish him much con-
tinued success as he and his family move to
Camp Smith, Hawaii, where he will become
the director of legislative liaison for the Pacific
Command.
f

IN MEMORY OF ALEXANDER
HIEKEN

HON. GENE GREEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 1997

Mr. GREEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the memory of Alexander Hieken who
passed away Sunday, May 25, 1997 in the
Methodist Hospital in Houston, TX at the age
of 88. Al grew up in St. Louis, MO and grad-
uated from the University of Missouri with a
bachelor’s degree in journalism in 1929. He
worked in El Paso, TX for the Herald Post. He
was the International Representative for the
American Newspaper Guild.

Al served in the United States Navy during
World War II. In 1948, he was transferred to
Houston, Texas as a Guild representative. In
addition, he served as director of the Con-
centrated Employment Program of Houston, a
training and placement division of President
Lyndon B. Johnson’s war on poverty.

At the time of death, Al was serving in his
fourth term as silver-haired legislator from the
Harris County Commissioner District II. He
was a member of the Houston Press, AARP,
National Council of Senior Citizens, AFSCME
Local 1550 Retiree Chapter, and the Gray
Panthers. He was also a member of the Harris
County Area on Aging Advisory Planning
Committee.

Al is survived by his wife, Elizabeth Kimmell
Hieken, a daughter, Ellen Hinkle, two grand-
children, Chris Hinkle of Wimberly, Texas and
Cherrie Hinkle of Houston, and two great-
grandchildren, Carli and Austin Hinkle. Also
surviving him are his sister, Mary Lavazzi of
St. Louis, Missouri, and his brother, George
Hieken of New Hampshire.

Alexander Hieken will be remembered as a
leader in his community whose ideas reached
far and wide. His genuine enthusiasm for the

American labor movement prompted people of
all ages to become interested in better work-
ing conditions for all. Because I experienced
Alexander’s vitality and wisdom firsthand, I
have no doubt that this tireless role model
made Houston, Texas a richer place to live.

As friends and family reflect on his lifetime
of contribution, it is only fitting that we also
pay tribute to this great man and good friend.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE CHIL-
DREN’S PRIVACY PROTECTION
AND PARENTAL EMPOWERMENT
ACT

HON. BOB FRANKS
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 1997

Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
today I am reintroducing the Children’s Privacy
Protection and Parental Empowerment Act. As
the information age continues to unfold, Con-
gress has an obligation to monitor the new
technology and make sure that reasonable
safeguards are in place to protect the most
vulnerable among us—our children.

The safety and privacy of our children is al-
ready being threatened by one product of the
information explosion. This threat to our chil-
dren’s safety was first brought to my attention
by Marc Klaas. Since his daughter’s brutal
death 2 years ago, Marc has been on a cru-
sade to protect children.

Every time parents sign their children up for
a birthday club at a local fast food restaurant
or ice cream store, fill out a warranty card for
a new toy, complete a consumer survey at the
local supermarket, enter their children in a
school directory, or lets their child fill out infor-
mation on the Internet, they could be putting
their children at risk.

The fact is that these businesses often turn
around and sell that information about children
to individuals, companies, and organizations
who want to contact children. Currently par-
ents have no way of knowing that the sale of
information about their kids is taking place and
are powerless to stop it if they disapprove.

List vendors today sell this information to
whoever wants to purchase it. Anyone with a
mailing address can contact a list vendor and
order a specific list. It might be the names, ad-
dresses and phone numbers of all children liv-
ing in a particular neighborhood—or a much
more detailed list, such as all 10-year-old boys
in a suburban community who have video
game systems. And the cost of this informa-
tion is relatively inexpensive, just a few cents
a name.

Although parents have no idea how adver-
tisers or telemarketers have gathered informa-
tion about their children, it’s important for them
to understand that there is a danger of this in-
formation winding up in the wrong hands.

Worse, often the list brokers themselves
don’t know to whom they’re selling data about
children.

The threat to our children is very real and
very frightening.

Last May, I introduced the Children’s Pri-
vacy Protection and Parental Empowerment
Act. Specifically, it would prohibit the sale of
personal information about a child without the
parent’s consent.

In addition, the legislation would give par-
ents the right to compel list brokers to release
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to them all the information they have compiled
about their child. List vendors would also have
to turn over to the parents the name of any-
one to whom they have distributed personal
information about their child.

The bill also forces list vendors to be more
diligent about verifying the identity of compa-
nies and individuals seeking to buy lists of
children. Specifically, it would be a criminal of-
fense for a list vendor to provide personal in-
formation about children to anyone it has rea-
son to believe would use that information to
harm a child.

This provision also addresses a shocking
practice recently uncovered at a Minnesota
prison. A prisoner, who was serving time for
molesting a child, was compiling a detailed list
of children—including not only their names,
ages and addresses but such personal infor-
mation as ‘‘latchkey child,’’ ‘‘cute’’ or ‘‘pudgy.’’
Authorities believe he was planning to sell the
list to pedophiles over the Internet.

The bill also requires list brokers to match
their data against the list of missing children
held by the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children. This provision should help
the center fulfill its important mission of finding
children who have been kidnaped or exploited.

Finally, there is a provision in the bill to ad-
dress yet another alarming practice going on
in prison. A commercial list company had a
contract with a Texas prison for data entry
services. Prisoners—including child molesters
and pedophiles—were being handed personal
information about children to enter into a com-
puter data base. Although that company no
longer uses prison labor, our bill would make
it unlawful to engage in this dangerous prac-
tice.

Prisoners and convicted sex offenders
would never again have access to personal in-
formation about children.

The bill has the support a broad cross-sec-
tion of organizations who are dedicated to pro-
tecting children including the PTA, privacy
groups, and family groups.

Last September, the Crime Subcommittee of
the House Judiciary Committee held a hearing
on the bill. It’s enactment this year is one of
my top priorities for this Congress.

Parents are rightfully concerned about the
unrestricted sale of their children’s data. When
parents in my district learn about what hap-
pens to data they provide about their children,
they are shocked and outraged. The latest
Harris/Westin survey showed that 97 percent
of people believe it is unacceptable to rent or
sell names and addresses of children provided
when purchasing products or registering to
use a website. Moreover, at the recent FTC
hearing on online privacy, the Direct Marketing
Association and many industry leaders stated
that parental notice and consent should be the
standard in collecting and selling children’s
data in the online world. This should also be
the standard in the offline world.

In today’s high-tech information age—when
access to information on our personal lives is
just a keystroke or phone call away—our chil-
dren need the special protection this legisla-
tion provides.

A TRIBUTE TO RABBI ELIJAH J.
SCHOCHET

HON. BRAD SHERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 1997

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Rabbi Elijah J. Schochet for 36 years of
dedicated service and leadership in our com-
munity and for his distinguished family life and
academic achievement.

Rabbi Schochet graduated cum laude from
the University of California at Los Angeles in
1955 and then attended Columbia University
for further studies in psychology. He soon de-
termined, like his father and grandfather, that
he was bound for theological studies and went
on to be ordained by the Jewish Theological
Seminary and to receive his doctorate in rab-
binic literature under his distinguished mentor
Prof. Saul Lieberman. His impressive edu-
cational background has helped him to provide
spiritual aid to many in our community.

In addition to his rabbinical training, Rabbi
Schochet is a licensed marriage and child
counselor in the State of California. His other
accomplishments include the founding of the
Kadima Hebrew Academy in the West Valley.
Because he believes that education is the key
to success, Rabbi Schochet attempts to give
every member of our community the chance to
expand on this precious gift by teaching.

Rabbi Schochet is a proud husband, to his
wife Penina, father to his three children and
grandfather to his five grandchildren. He gives
freely of his love to his own family, his con-
gregation, and to the students at the Kadima
Hebrew Academy.

He is a true believer that ‘‘Man is worthy of
being called Man only if he is charitable.’’
Rabbi Schochet is indeed giving of his love
and knowledge. Thus it is an honor to join the
family, friends, and congregation of the
Shomrei Torah Synagogue in recognizing
Rabbi Elijah J. Schochet for his dedicated
years of service to our community.
f

‘‘LESSONS IN LIFE’’

HON. LOUIS STOKES
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 1997

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I read with inter-
est an article which recently appeared in the
Plain Dealer newspaper in my congressional
district. The article is entitled ‘‘Lessons in Life
From a Loving Man—Grandpa.’’ In the article,
April McClellan-Copeland, a reporter for the
newspaper, reflects on the life and legacy of
her grandfather, William J. Ware, Sr.

During his lifetime, Mr. Ware was well-
known and respected throughout the Cleve-
land community. Despite the color barrier and
other obstacles which confronted him in the
1930’s, William Ware successfully opened his
own firm, Ware Plumbing and Heating Co. He
did so because of his strong belief in black
Americans acquiring economic power. From a
30-year battle for the right to join the plumb-
er’s union, to teaching his children and grand-
children the importance of education, this trail-
blazer was, in his granddaughter’s words,
‘‘* * * a renaissance man, ahead of his time.’’

Mr. Speaker, reading the article by April
McClellan-Copeland brought back fond memo-
ries. William J. Ware, Sr., was a friend and
someone whom I greatly admired. He was
also a stalwart civil rights fighter who taught
us many lessons. I am pleased that Ms.
McClellan-Copeland decided to honor her
grandfather with the writing of this special arti-
cle. I take pride in sharing ‘‘Lessons in Life’’
with my colleagues and others across the Na-
tion.

[From the Plain Dealer]
LESSONS IN LIFE FROM A LOVING MAN—

GRANDPA

(By April McClellan-Copeland)
In Maya Angelou’s book ‘‘Wouldn’t Take

Nothing for My Journey Now,’’ Angelou ex-
plains how she contemplates the death of her
loved ones by asking the question, ‘‘What
legacy was left that can help me in the art
of living a good life?’’

On the night my 95-year-old grandfather,
William J. Ware Sr., died in April, I didn’t
have to ask myself that question. All I had
to do was scan the faces of my family mem-
bers who sat in the hospital waiting room to
see the rich legacy Grandpa left behind.

It didn’t matter whether it was family,
friends or business associates, Grandpa Ware
inspired others with his strength, his integ-
rity and the honor by which he lived his life.

William J. Ware Sr. was a trailblazer.
After graduating from Tuskegee Institute in
Alabama in 1928, the trail led Grandpa to
Cleveland, where as a plumbing contractor
he opened his own firm, Ware Plumbing &
Heating Co.

In 1947, when Jackie Robinson broke the
color barrier in Major League Baseball,
Grandpa had been working for more than 10
years to knock down the formidable racial
barriers that stood in the way of his mem-
bership in the plumbers union. Grandpa
fought for equal rights at a time when rac-
ists lynched black men for sport.

Grandpa launched the fight for his union
membership in 1933. He knew that with a
union shop he could get larger jobs. And he
also knew that he was just as skilled if not
more so than the men who belonged to the
union.

Finally after 30 years, anonymous death
threats and the threat of being blacklisted,
Grandpa was one of the first blacks to be ad-
mitted into Local 55.

IMPORTANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The achievements of my grandfather and
other strong black men, though they may
not have been as monumental in scale as
Jackie Robinson’s achievement, were just as
important. My grandfather and many black
men of his time were role models—they
raised successful families, spent decades in
loving relationships with their wives and
made contributions to their communities de-
spite the harrowing adversities they faced
because of their color.

William J. Ware Sr. was one of 12 children
whose parents were farmers and whose
grandparents’ homeland was the island of
Madagascar off the southeastern coast of Af-
rica.

He left home in Demopolis, Ala., at an
early age to ‘‘set out on a mission’’ that
would take him to Tuskegee. Grandpa and
my grandmother Naomi were college sweet-
hearts and married in 1929. They were mar-
ried for more than 50 years before she died in
1979.

I liked my grandfather’s style. He was a
renaissance man, ahead of his time. He wore
his signature bolo ties and a beret cocked to
the side before it was stylish.

Garlic was part of Grandpa’s daily diet. De-
spite its pungent odor, he was convinced it


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-19T11:54:44-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




